
Let the children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. 
										          	                 (Matthew 19:14)
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Mission Statement
	 In OLPH CCD Communities, our mission is to plant the seeds of our Catholic faith through 
witnessing, praying, and teaching.  This includes helping the children and parents develop lifelong faith 
formation centered on the fullness and truth of our faith (through the Eucharist and Sacraments), reinforced 
by Scripture and daily prayer so that our family and community life are strengthened, such that our children 
embrace, understand, and defend our faith.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church
               5830 Williams Drive    	   Phone 361-991-7891
        Corpus Christi, Texas 78412	      Fax 361-993-1211

Ofýce Hours: Closed on Monday
Tuesday - Friday, 8AM-5PM (Closed for lunch 12:30-1:30PM)

Monsignor Michael Heras, Pastor
Phone: ext. 24    Email: msgrmh@olphcc.net

Parish website: www.olphcctex.org

Administration of OLPH CCD Communities
Gracie Garza, CCD Coordinator

361-991-7891 ext. 58     ggarza@olphcc.net
Mary Ann Ramos, Administrative Assistant
361-991-7891 ext. 59   mramos@olphcc.net  

CCD Ofýce Hours: Closed on Mondays
Tuesday through Friday - 1:30 PM to 5:30 PM

Å Please visit us during ofýce hours, or call the ofýce to schedule an appointment.
Å When you call during our ofýce hours, please leave a message so that we can 

return your call as soon as we tend to our visitor or the person on the other line.
Å Ofýce hours are limited to accommodate evening or weekend events such as class 

visits, training, workshops, parent sessions, retreats, and community events.



Built on a solid curriculum
	 Our curriculum is aligned with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  
 	 For our 1st and 2nd grade First Communion classes, 
we will use the Faith and Life Series by Ignatius Press. We 
will provide each of student with a beautiful textbook for their 
use during the year, plus an activity book that will be theirs 
to keep.
	 For our older students (3rd grade through high school) 
preparing for First Communion, we will use the Journey of 
Faith/Camino de Fe (for children or for teens) published by 
Liguori Press.
	 In addition, we will use The Catholic Faith Handbook for 
Youth and Total Catechesis from St. Maryôs Press with our 
high-schoolers as they prepare for conýrmation in the 10th 
grade.
 

Scripture-based
	 St. Jerome tells us, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance 
of Christ.”  We will provide Bibles for the use of all of our 
students, so that they can begin early to know Jesus through 
the study of Scripture.  

In tune with the seasons of the Liturgical Year
	 Each elementary school student will be provided with a 
MagniýKids! mini-missalette on a weekly basis, that you may 
prepare with them to hear and understand the Sunday Mass 
readings every week. Be sure to go over the readings with 
them before Sunday Mass!
	 At least four times a school year, all of the students  
in sacramental preparation will gather to celebrate Mass 
together, and will experience ýrsthand with their class a 

variety of liturgical seasons. We will also provide other 
opportunities for liturgical celebrations, including Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, a Lenten Reconciliation Service, 
Stations of the Cross, and a Living Rosary in May.

Structured to address different learning styles
	 Catechists use a variety of approaches to get the lesson 
across, and to give students plenty of opportunities to share 
what theyôve learned.  These strategies, combined with a 
wide variety of activities, “hands-on”, as well as paper-pencil 
tasks, will help keep the students excited about what they 
are doing. Children really learn best when they are excited 
and actively engaged!
Geared toward the building up of the domestic church
	 We understand that educating children in the faith is the 
duty of parents and godparents, as promised at Baptism. 
We are here to help you in any way we can, to fulýll this 
commitment. Please let us know of your concerns, and 
remember, there are no ñdumbò questions. Ask!
	 We encourage all of our sacramental preparation parents 
and families to pursue an increased knowledge of their faith, 
though programs and retreats offered here in our parish, and 
throughout the diocese. We will work with families to help 
them grow into a strong and close-knit community, the Body 
of Christ.
	 We are also very excited about our intergenerational 
catechetical festivals, Growing In Faith Together, which will 
be held once a month, for the whole parish. You can pick 
from Sunday (Spanish or English), or Tuesday or Saturday 
(in English). Please see the next page for more details on 
when,  and make plans to be there!

Our Generations of Faith Sacramental Preparation Program is...

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

	 Every year, as it gets close to the time for beginning a new school year, I get excited. 
It’s a chance to make a fresh start, to start over with a clean slate. It’s the perfect time 
to renew old friendships and begin new ones, to expand our horizons and look at life in a 
more positive way than we have before.

	 I encourage everyone, myself included, to look at the way we did things last year  
and to be honest with ourselves. What did we do last year that could use some “tweaking” 
to make it better for us and for those around us? We bring our children to the parish for 
preparation to receive a sacrament, and we can commit to learning more about our faith 
along with them.

	 We can look at the way we treat those we love the most, and make small changes 
in our behavior that will help them to feel how much they are loved. We can put our own 
wants on the ñback burnerò and fulýll the needs of others ýrst. Thatôs the Jesus showed 
His love for us, by giving up everything and dying on the cross. Thereôs no greater model 
for us to imitate than Our Savior Jesus.

In His love and peace, 

Looking forward to a wonderful year with you and your children!




